Cow Health

FLUKE INFECTION
(Fasciolosis)
Liver fluke (Fasciola hepatica) can cause:
•

Chronic disease - an important though rarely fatal condition commonly seen in cattle.

•

Sub-acute/Acute disease and often fatal disease primarily seen in sheep.

•

Act as a contributing factor in ‘black disease’, again most commonly seen in sheep.

The life cycle of the fluke is shown below and is heavily reliant on the correct environment for
survival of the intermediate host- a mud snail. Classically wetlands and marshy areas provide an
ideal habitat for the snail.

The fluke causes disease by migrating through the bile ducts in the liver, causing thickening and
inflammation of the ducts and damage to the liver tissue. Fluke can also migrate to
other sites and cause damage e.g. the lungs.

Clinical signs of infection
• Loss of condition, milk drop, reduced fertility, depressed appetite, leading to poor
weight, gain in young stock, bottle jaw- a firm swelling, between or below the
lower jaws.All ages of cattle can be affected and incidence is worse during the
winter months. Up to 40% of cattle slaughtered have the liver condemned due to
liver fluke.

FLUKE INFECTION
(Fasciolosis)

TREATMENT and PREVENTION

Damage by fluke has caused the bile ducts (cream areas) to
thicken and calcify preventing normal function. Fluke can also
result in anemia- a moderate number (100-200) can cause cattle
to lose up to half a litre of blood per week!

Treatment
Testing for the presence of fluke in the herd using bulk milk samples, individual blood samples and
faecal samples will identify a problem and treatment can then be planned with your vet.
An appropriate treatment regime should be designed to limit fluke egg output onto the pasture. The
drug used must target fluke - most wormers are not effective against fluke and not all
anti-fluke drugs target all stages of the fluke lifecycle. Withdrawal periods should be noted as
they can be quite long.

Prevention
Ideally livestock should be kept away from marshy areas, or the drainage improved. Often this is not
possible and routine fluke treatments will be necessary to control the infection and limit the
number of eggs and larvae on the pasture. A plan to prevent fluke should be discussed with your vet
and included in your herd health plan.
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